EVENT RULES & CRITERIA

· STORYTELLING

· Time (Junior High, 3-5 minutes) (Senior High 5-7 minutes)

· Type of selection:  Literature appropriate for children 12 years and under.  The participant may use one source or several sources tied together with transitional material.  All literature must be published works.  

· Delivery of selection:  Must be in a manner children would appreciate.  The participant must use the book and may (or may not) show pictures from the book(s).  No other items or props may be used.

· The participant will give an introduction, including author and title.  The introduction is included in the time allowance.

· Gestures and pantomime should be extremely limited or non-existent.

· Students are to remain stationary during their presentation.

· The participant must use a manuscript book (not a paper script) and maintain approximately 60% audience eye contact and approximately 40% reading/manuscript.

· Evaluation Criteria:

· The interpretation should re-create the characters in the selection through the use of voice and facial expressions.  The total effect should carry the listener away mentally to the time and place of the story.  Interpretation is “theatre of the mind,” not acting, as in a stage play.

· Characters in the story should be consistently portrayed.  They should be reflective of their importance in the development of the scene.

· The students should display an understanding of the mood and emotion of the characters and the selection.

· Transition in time, character, mood and emotion should be clearly evident.

· Narration, if used, should enhance the performance, not detract from it.

· Clear diction and good vocal communication skills should be utilized; however, the student may use the accent or speak dialect relating to the characters portrayed.

