Spelling Contest Rules

The purpose of this contest is to provide competition in spelling

The Contest Director is responsible for securing a pronouncer, two verifiers, at least one monitor, and at least three graders.  With the exception of the pronouncer, the personnel may be sponsors of the contestants entered in the contest. 

No fewer than 80% of the words on the test and the tie breaker will come from the high school division of the UIL spelling list

No more than 20% of the words on the test and the tie breaker will come from other sources.  These words will include:


Words of common usage (i.e., gosling, hemorrhage)


Words currently in the news (i.e., biodegradable, pauperize)


Words which by their formation or origins build vocabulary and promote the study of American English.  These include words with affixes, roots, and suffixes which appear in words on the printed list b y being different parts of speech and other words of interest for the general lessons which they teach about language. 

The T-CAL Office will furnish the test list and the tie breaker list.  The list will consist of 120 words.  The tie breaking list will consist of forty words.  The tie breaker should be given to all contestants in the spelling competition.  After the initial contest, the Contest Director will announce to the contestants that they will be given a short break, then return to the contest room where all contestants will be given the tie breaker.  In the event of a tie in the initial contest, the tie breaker tests of only those involved will be graded and used to break the tie.  In any case where there is a tie, those contestants who tied will be awarded a place before going on to another contestant or place. 

The contestants must provide their own ruled notebook paper.  Words may be written in pen or pencil. 

It is the responsibility of the pronouncer, along with the Contest Director, to check all spellings, pronunciations, and definitions of words on the tests.  The authority for all words is the latest edition of  WEBSTER’S INTERNATIONAL DICTIONARY, UNABRIDGED.  The pronouncer will pronounce any words questioned by the verifiers. The pronoucer may not be a sponsor of any of the contestants entered in the contest.

Verifiers of the contest will be appointed to verify that the pronouncer has correctly and clearly pronounced the words and has given definitions of the words, as necessary.  The verifiers should be given a copy of the test lists and should mark any word for which they question the pronunciation or defintion.  After each test, when all words have been pronounced, the pronouncer with the assistance of the verifiers, will verify and clarify any word questioned.  Those words will then be pronounced again by the pronouncer. 

The monitors of the contest will be appointed to see that the contest is conducted fairly.  Contestants should be separated from each other as far as space in the room permits.  Any attempt of a contestant to copy from another should be noted by the monitors or pronouncer.  Infractions should be reported to the Director, who may disqualify the contestant. 

The papers will be collected immediately after the close of the contest by the pronouncer and be delivered to the director or the person acting for him.  The director will appoint competent judges to grade the spelling papers.  At the discretion of the contest director, sponsors of contestants entered in the contest may serve as graders. 

The contestant’s grade will be determined by deducting one point for each error made. The contestant making the highest grade will be given first place, followed by second and third for the next two highest grades.  In case of a tie for first through third place, the score on the tie breaker test will be used to break the deadlock and determine the winner.  If a tie still exists after the tiebreaker has been graded, this tie will not be broken.  Should there be a tie for first place, there is no second place.  Should there be a tie for second place there is no third place. 

The correct spelling of a word consists of  writing legibly the letters which compose it in their proper order. Printing the word is not acceptable.  Legibility is to be emphasized. To determine whether a given letter is legible, place a blank piece of paper on either side of it, thus separating it from its context, and then see whether the character can be identified. Any letter even though it may not be perfectly written, is considered correct if it can still be identified when separated from the remainder of the word.  If two or more judges rule that a letter is legible, it should be considered correct. 

The final authority is the latest edition of WEBSTER’S INTERNATIONAL DICTIONARY, UNABRIDGED. 

In case any word is misspelled in the “Spelling List”, that word is not considered in grading the spelling papers

The misuse of an apostrophe, hyphen, or a mistaken capitalization is considered a miss

Words are to be pronounced in regular order from the lists furnished and any word omitted by the contestant is a miss. If all papers omit the same word, the pronouncer is presumed to have failed to give the word, so the omission by the contestants in not considered a miss.  

Contractions and possessive forms may be written with all letters connected or separately. Either way is correct

