Science Contest

The Science contest will consist of sixty objective questions – twenty from each of the three subject areas of biology, chemistry, and physics – designed to test the students’ understanding rather than their ability to memorize.  For example, it will be more important to understand the significance of an experiment than to recall the date and the name of the experimenter. 

The Science contest emphasizes biology, chemistry, and physics. Each contest will contain questions of graded difficulty.  Some will be answered by all contestants, while others will challenge even the very best participant. 

The time allotted for the test is 90 minutes.  

The contest will consist of objective-type questions designed to test the understanding of basic principles in biology, chemistry, and physics; the history and methods of science; and the recent developments in science.  It will also test the ability to evaluate experimental results. 

The Contest Director must be competent and unbiased.  He/She will appoint competent graders, which may include coaches of the contestants. 

Care should be taken in the selection of the contest room and its equipment.  The prime factors of the contest room will be the size of the room for the comfort of all contestants, the quietness of the location, and the excellence of lighting.  

A clock should be provided to indicate silently the remaining time in the contest.  No oral time warnings will be given.  Blackboard indications or any other silent methods of time notations may be employed.  

All individuals except contestants, the Contest Director, and one monitor, will be sent from the contest room and kept out throughout the actual contest.  

The envelope containing the contest packet will be opened.  The Contest Director will number the folded test papers and keep memoranda on the contest roster of the name of each contestant to correspond to the numbers respectively assigned so that at the close of the contest the papers may be readily identified. 

Each contestant must provide their own clean scratch paper

All problems involving computation are of such nature that they can be worked by simple methods to derive answers within  a five percent accuracy.  Trigonometric information is provided at the front of the test.  Answers within five percent of the answer are to be considered correct.  Students will be allowed to use silent hand-held calculators that do not need an external wall plug.  Calculators must be cleared of all programs before the start of the contest. 

The contestants will be given the following last-minute instructions orally:

Write the letters corresponding to your answers in the appropriate blanks provided on the answer sheet. 

No oral time warnings will be given, only silent methods.  If you desire to see the amount of the remaining time in the contest, you may refer to the clock or your own watch. 

If you finish the test before the end of the allotted time, remain at your seat and retain your paper until told to do otherwise.  You may use this time to check your answers. 

Keep your papers folded at all times except when told to do otherwise; this is particularly important while test papers are being distributed and before the signal to begin the contest has been given.

If you are in the process of actually writing down an answer when the signal to stop is given, you may finish writing that answer only.

You may place as many notation as you desire anywhere on the test paper except on the answer sheet, which is reserved for answers only.  You may use additional scratch paper. 

During the contest, no questions may be asked or answered. 

For the sake of uniformity and freedom from argument, all grading will be done according to answers written on the answer key. 

Duties of the Contest Director:



Secure an appropriate room for the contest

See that the T-CAL Form for securing contestant information and for matching the appropriate contestant is properly filled out.

Secure an assistant if necessary

Provide a quiet environment throughout the event

Secure competent graders and supervise the grading

Give oral instructions where applicable

See that all requirements relating to the contest are fulfilled

Provide for a viewing of the papers and any challenges prior to announcing official results. 

Announce official results 
