Extemporaneous Persuasive Speaking

The purpose of this contest is to train the student to analyze a current issue, determine a point of view for himself/herself, and then to organize and deliver extemporaneously a speech that seeks to persuade the listeners to agree with the speaker’s viewpoint. The objective is to reinforce the views of the listeners who already believe as the speaker does, but even more so, to bring those of neutral or opposing views in agreement with the speaker’s beliefs or proposed course of action.  This contest should especially appeal to those who have a strong argumentative urge and who wish to advocate reforms or outline solutions for current problems. 

Preparation:

Topics for extemporaneous persuasive speaking will be based on current news events.  They will include topics from State, National, and International levels.  They will be chosen from the general areas of political, social, economic, and cultural interests. 

The topics will be worded so as to elicit persuasive speeches rather than informative speeches but under no condition is it the obligation of the topic to be persuasive; that obligation is remanded to the speaker.  The contest requires a contestant to convince or persuade the audience and judges to accept his point of view. The contestant takes a stand for or against a particular propostion.

The contest director will separate the topics on individual slips, leaving one topic on each slip.  These slips will be placed in a receptacle and each contestant will be required to draw out five slips.  He may then take as his topic any one of the five slips so drawn.  After the contestant has made his selection and the director in charge has duly recorded it, four of the five slips which he has drawn will be mixed before the next contest draws, and so on.  The speakers will be allowed to draw at approximately ten minute intervals. 

From the room in which the drawing occurs, the speaker is admitted to the preparation room.  A preparation room monitor will be on duty to make certain that the contests work quietly in preparing their speeches. After the contestant draws a topic, he must not discuss it with others.  At the end of half an hour, the contestant is sent to the contest room to deliver his/her speech, the contest director, having in the meantime admitted other speakers at ten minute intervals, continues this procedure until the contest is completed. 

Students should prepare for this contest by reading a daily newspaper and any of the many news magazines, as well as listening to radio and television news broadcasts. These magazines are particularly helpful: TIME, NEWSWEEK, VITAL SPEECHES OF THE DAY, SCHOLASTIC, U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, and THE WORLD PRESS REVIEW. One of the most valuable newspaper sources is “The News of the Week in Review”, in the Sunday edition of THE NEW YORK TIMES.

Speakers may use magazines, newspapers and other printed source materials and legal copies to assist in preparing their speeches as long as the material cannot be considered an outline of a speech.  Typed, mimeographed, or hand-written materials MAY NOT be carried to the preparation room, except in the form of a card index file which has been prepared by the student for the sole purpose of convenience in finding references to specific topics. 

The speaker may use only one 3x5 inch note card when delivering his speech.  No limit is placed on the quantity of information on that one card. 

The speaker MUST speak on the topic selected. Informative type speeches will be disqualified. 

Persuasive speeches cannot exceed seven minutes.  There will be no minimum time.  Contestants are encouraged to present their speeches succinctly without attempting “to fill” or to achieve a minimum time. The major responsibility of keeping within the seven minute time limit rests with the contestant.

A timekeeper will be provided for each contestant to notify the contestants of the amount of time remaining from their total allotted time. 

Duties of the Contest Director:

Secure three sites: A topic drawing site, a preparation room site, a contest room. 

Insure that a list of appropriate topics are available for the contest.

Secure the following contest personnel:  A supervisor of the topic drawing,  a preparation room monitor, a contest room monitor and timekeeper, one to three critic judges. 

Insure that no interruptions occur during the contest

Provide appropriate judging forms and instructions to the judges. 

Provide Review of Ranking Sheets and Judges Sheets before announcing official results

Announce official results 
