Creative Writing Rules

The purpose of the contest is to challenge the contestant to write an essay on a current topic that is interesting, ,organized, and conformed to correct English writing style.

The composition is to be expository in nature.  Descriptive and narrative passages may be used to illustrate or reinforce an idea or point that is being explained, but they must be clearly subservient or incidental to the purpose of exposition. 

Wordiness is to be avoided, it is indicative of lack of development.  There is no maximum or minimum length, but an excellent essay will be notable for its well developed ideas and its use of evidence to bolster its main points.

In the contest, each contestant will write a title based on the subject statement he has chosen.  The penalty for omitting the title will be disqualification of the paper.  The title should be written about two inches below the top of the first sheet.  The first line of the composition should be placed about one inch below the title. 

Consistent margins of approximately one inch should be allowed on the left of the page. 

The contestant should be instructed that the pages should be numbered on the upper left-hand corners, without parentheses, to distinguish the page number from the number assigned the contestant.

Contestants may use ruled paper, standard notebook paper, or typing paper (no oversized, legal sized, or colored paper allowed).  The composition must be written on one side only and in blue or black ink. 

This contest will be operated under the following conditions:

Contestants will be assembled and seated sparsely over the room.

The contestants will be numbered consecutively, the final number representing the total number of contestants engaging in the contest.  Each contestant will enter his number in the upper right hand corner of the first sheet of the manuscript in parenthesis.  He will then write on a slip of paper, his contest number, school, name, and his home address and seal it in an envelope, attach it to his manuscript, and turn it in to the Contest Director. 

The contest director will be responsible for preventing any communication among contestants or any references made to notes, books, or printed matter of any character. 

The contest director will be the timekeeper for the contest.  When 90 minutes have elapsed from the start of the contest, he/she will collect all the manuscripts.  He must give a fifteen minute warning of the time limit, even if the contest is held in a room where a clock is clearly visible to the contestants. 

Three judges will be elected by the contest director. 

The contest director will discuss thoroughly with the judges the criteria for evaluating the composition, making sure they all have the same conception of the criteria and understand the relative importance of each.  

Each judge will read all of the essays submitted and without marking on the manuscripts, will make notes upon the excellence and deficiencies of each.  He will then rank them in the order of their excellence- 1, 2, 3, 4, etc.  The three judges will then discuss the essays which each has ranked from first to last.  Each judge is permitted to alter his ranking as a result of the discussion.  Each judge will then give his final ranking of all papers to the Director.

The judges must prepare a criticism of each essay, taking it’s good and bad points.  The criticism needs to be specific and not general.  Contestants will appreciate hearing criticism of their papers if the judge presenting the critique can arrange to talk privately with them. 

Duties of the contest director:

Secure an appropriate room for the contest

Secure three qualified judges

Provide judges with appropriate judging sheets and information

See that the T-CAL form for securing and matching contestant information is properly filled out. 

See that criticisms are written by judges

Provide a time for the viewing of the papers and their challenges prior to announcing the official results

Announce official results

